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Education

B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, CA Political Science July 1968

Ed.D., University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO Health Education July 1976

MPH, The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene Behavioral Science July 1981
& Public Health, Baltimore, MD

Postdoctoral Fellow, The Johns Hopkins University Behavioral Science July 1983

School of Hygiene & Public Health, Baltimore, MD

Professional Experience

2019 — Present Senior Research Scientist and Program Director, Impaired Driving Research,
Evaluation, and Analyses, Virginia Tech Transportation Institute, Blacksburg, VA

2019 — Present Emeritus Scientist, Division of Intramural Research, NICHD, NIH

2014 -2018 Adjunct Professor, University of New South Wales, Sydney

2013 -2017 Associate Director for Prevention, NICHD

1992 -2019 Senior Investigator, NICHD

1992 — 2015 Chief, Health Behavior Branch, DESPR, NICHD, NIH

1988 — 1992 Professor, University of Texas School of Public Health, Houston,
X

1983 — 1992 Associate Professor, University of Texas Health Science Center,
Galveston, TX

1976 — 1980 Assistant Professor, Temple University, Department of Health
Education

Key Qualifications

During the past three decades as an intramural researcher at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Dr.
Simons-Morton developed research programs focused on adolescent and young adult substance use and
driving, for which he was awarded the 2019 NIH Director’s Award for Excellence. This research
included the assessment of individual, social, and environmental influences on health behaviors,
including substance use and driving. His work on teenage driving includes observational, survey,
naturalistic, and experimental studies; his research on adolescent and young adult substance use,
impaired driving, and related risk behaviors comprises survey and multi-level intervention trials. Dr.
Simons-Morton’s research has also focused on risk assessment and the development and evaluation of
effective interventions.

For more than 20 years within the NICHD, Dr. Simons-Morton studied aspects of teen driving to
examine the social and behavioral nature of driving for this vulnerable group and their families. As the
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senior investigator of the NEXT Generation Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health, which followed a
nationally representative cohort of 10" graders for seven years, he led a team that examined the over-
time patterns and influences on adolescent and young adult behaviors—including substance use, diet,
physical activity, and sleep—and driving, including aggressive and distracted driving, as well as driving
or riding while impaired. He has conducted and published numerous literature reviews and state of the
science papers and conducted analyses of FARS data that also required combining data from the
National Household Transportation Survey (Ouimet, Simons-Morton, et al., 2010). This prior research,
combined with a national urgency to mitigate these issues, have led to his current research focus on
impaired driving.
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2019 Visiting Scholar, Royal Automobile Club Foundation, London,
England
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